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FSTA has substantial coverage of patents in food science and technology, and in FSTA Direct search 
results there are links at the end of patent records to the free full text of patents hosted at Espacenet, a 
website with more than 60 million patent documents from all over the world. 
 

 
 
Clicking on this link opens a new window containing the record as held at Esp@cenet. Normally the 
record is opened at the 'Bibliographic data' tab; click on 'Original document' to view the full text. 
 

 
 
The view centred on the Original document tab is useful as it gives access to a number of facilities for 
printing and saving the source document.  
 
The screen can be divided into a number of areas (over): 
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Espacenet toolbar  Quick Help   PDF viewing pane 
 

 
Espacenet toolbar functions 
 
·  In my patents list – click to add and store up to 20 documents online at Espacenet 
·  Print – print the current page; to print the full document first save it and then open it in Adobe 

Reader and print it from there 
·  Maximise – view the PDF pane at full screen 
·  Save full document – save the complete patent to your computer. The maximum length of 

document that can be saved is 50 pp, and a pop up window asks you to enter a displayed numeric 
code in order to authorise the download. 

 
If you wish to print a document longer than 50 pages you must do this one page at a time. 
 
Quick Help 
 
Espacenet’s online help for the functions available from this screen. 
 
PDF viewing pane 
 
This has similar functionality to the standalone Adobe Reader for navigation. The print button here is 
disabled and the Save function applies only to the current page. The view can be maximised from the 
Espacenet toolbar. 


