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RSS (‘Really Simple Syndication’) enables userkdep track of developments in frequently
published works on the web. RSS is an alternatiteaiditional e-mail alerting services and may suit
some individuals better, not least in its sorting éiltering functionality.

In FSTA Direct, RSS feeds are provided for all sasearches. You must be signed in as an FSTA
Direct user to access your saved searches, areldhepresented in the My FSTA Searches panel on
the right of most screens (or from the My FSTA $kas button on the search results page).
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Click on the RSS feed icc- to access the feed - most modern browsers haetidaality to handle
the feed. The address of the feed (in the browdgreas bar) can be copied and pasted into your
preferred RSS feed reader. Alternatively, righticlon the RSS feed icon and select '‘Copy shortcut’
(or similar) to perform the same action.

FSTA Direct RSS feeds contain synoptic informatimout the records found by the search (title, date
of creation, Keywords, document type) and linkspavided to a single record view at FSTA Direct.
This view gives access to all of the record inahgdtitation, abstract and some linking functiomalit

In this crib sheet we will look at FSTA Direct R&®ds in three different feed reader applications:
Internet Explorer v.7, Google Reader, and FeedRea8eln each case we assume there is a search
that you have prepared and saved and wish to fdbowew records in the FSTA database.

Internet Explorer v.7

This latest version of Internet Explorer is readilailable to most users and offers succinct asg-ea
to-use RSS functionality. Although it is not exglic covered in this document, Safari (available fo
Macintosh and Windows) offers similar functionality

RSS feeds are saved in the browser and can bevedlrand worked with via the Favourites button
and the Favourites Center side-panel.

Save the RSS feed

Under Saved Searches click on the RSS feedlasf the search you wish to follow. Internet
Explorer displays a new screen with the contenth®feed and an explanatory message at the top of
the screen, in the yellow panel. At the end ofitfesssage is a link, which should be clicked in otder
‘Subscribe to this feed'.
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You are viewing a feed that ins freq ly updated content. When you subscribe to a feed, it is added to the
Common Feed List. Updated information iatically downloaded to your computer and can be viewed
in Internet Explorer and other programs
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A pop-up window appears asking you to confirm thea of the feed and where in the Favourites
Center it should be saved.
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Internet Explorer

Subscribe to this Feed

L When you subscribe to a feed, it is automatically added
to the Favartes Center and kept up to date.
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In most cases it will be all right to click onuBscribe’. The message in the yellow panel is wgutlat
and the feed is saved for future use.

Working with a saved RSS feed
Open the Favourites Center (or press Alt+C), atinkhe View Feeds button (or press Ctrl+J as a
shortcut) and select the feed that is of interest.

Internet Explorer now shows the records it hasestdrom the feed and a number of actions are
available in order to sort and filter the contenitthe feed:

link to FSTA Direct to log in and run the savedrsba
display only new or all records stored

sort by date or title

filter by category (FSTA keyword)

Mark/unmark feed as read

view and adjust feed properties



The screenshot above shows an FSTA Direct RSSbieied viewed in Internet Explorer v.7. The
Favourites Center is the panel on the left of tloeviser and it is arranged here to show feeds the us
has subscribed to.

The title at the top of the screen (‘Environmeffigators on FSTA Direct’) is a link to FSTA Direct,
where the user can log in, retrieve, edit, andtnensaved search.

Each individual record title links to a screen @IlA Direct that shows the record’s content in more
detail, according to your account’s default seting

On the right hand side of the screen a number miirals enables the user to sort the records byatate
title, and to filter by selected keyword. In thisaenple, 10 records indexed with the keyword
‘disinfection’ are displayed (out of 61 in totahdthey are listed in alphabetical order by title.

Google Reader

Google Reader is an example of web-based feedndadeavailable atvww.google.com/readeand
you need to create and sign in to a Google acdowrder to use it.

RSS feeds can be subscribed to in Google Readesaand useful functionality, including machine
translation, is available to users.

Subscribing to a feed

In FSTA Direct, under Saved Searches, right-clicklte RSS feed icczd of the search you wish to
subscribe to and select ‘Copy shortcut’. Navigat&bogle Reader and click on the ‘Add a
subscription’ button at top left of the screen, emtthe Google Reader logo.
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Paste the feed URL into the pop-up box and cliokdA The feed is added to the list of feeds under
‘Subscriptions’ and the first records are displayeReader’'s Expanded view.



Working with a subscribed feed

The screenshot above shows an FSTA Direct RSSbieied viewed in Google Reader.

The feed title at the top of the screen (‘Environiagfactors on FSTA Direct’) is a link to FSTA
Direct, where the user can log in, retrieve, ettt run the saved search.

Each individual record title links to a screen @ilMA Direct that shows the record’s content in more
detail, according to your account’s default seting

Elsewhere on the screen a number of controls tdtglities for working with the content. Click ohe
‘Feed settings ...” button to change the ordersiirlg of items and, for users of Google Reader in
languages other than English, there is a facititiranslate the feed from English to your langu#ge,
it is supported. For example, the following scréershows a record translated into Dutch by Google.

At the bottom of each record Google Reader offergraber of facilities to manage records, including
marking with stars, sharing, adding notes, emajlamgl adding your own tags.



FeedReader v.3

FeedReader is an example of desktop-based feeerrétid downloadable from
www.feedreader.corand is available for PCs running Windows 2000ighér. Although it
is not covered in this document, NetNewsWire i@sample of a Macintosh desktop feed
reader application.

RSS feeds can be added to the program, which rithsaviunctionality similar to some email
and news reader applications.

Adding a feed

In FSTA Direct, under Saved Searches, right-clicklee RSS feed icon of the search you wish to
subscribe to and select ‘Copy shortcut’. LaunchdReader and click on File, then New, and then
Feed (alternatively, press F3).

Paste the feed URL into the pop-up box and click’:0he feed is added to the list of feeds in the
left-hand panel and the display changes to hightiglafeed and to show the individual records that
are available.

Working with subscribed feeds

Click on any individual feed name to show its r@soin the main panel. Click on any individual
record to show its content in the right-hand paaedt] click on the title there to open a web vievihaf
record inside FeedReader. (If you prefer to vieentleb page in your browser there is a setting that
can be changed under Tools > Options > General.)



The layout of FeedReader can also be changed:

Note that when an individual record is viewed iggWwords have been activated as tags, and can be
used to select records indexed with the same ¢ags, if they are from different RSS feeds. The View
menu presents different options for viewing feédsluding by tags/FSTA keywords.



